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Talking Shop – HEIs Preparing for the General Election

Tuesday 23 February 2010
Woburn House Conference Centre
Agenda 
09.45
Registration and refreshments



Main Hall
Session 1 







Main Hall

10.00
Welcome 

Nicola Dandridge, Chief Executive, Universities UK
10.10 
Introductions by Chair (AM)


Michael Smithson, Founder, Politicalbetting.com

10.15   
Political Context

Michael White, Assistant Editor (Politics), The Guardian

10.30    Questions and discussion


10.40    The Future of Higher Education 


Panel Members:

Julian Astle, Director, Centreforum


Professor Michael Kenny, Professor of Politics, University of Sheffield and Visiting, 
Research Fellow, Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR)

Greg Munro, Research Fellow, Policy Exchange

11.40
Refreshment Break





Main Hall
Session 2
12.00
Discussion Groups

Delegates should choose to attend one group from 1-3 below. Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis and are subject to maximum capacities. Discussion Groups repeated in Session 3.

1.  Degrees of Commitment – influencing Parliamentary candidates

     Laura Jackson, Account Director, Mandate and Nicola Dykes, Account 

     Manager, Mandate

2.  Spin it to Win it – press work during the election campaign

      Paul Barnes, Director of Government Relations Practice, Communications 
                            
      Management

3.  Effective messaging on funding and fees


     Vivienne Stern, Policy Adviser, Universities UK

13.00
Lunch

Session 3 
13.45  
Discussion Groups (repeated from Session 2) 

Delegates should choose another group from 1-3 below. Places are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis and are subject to maximum capacities.

Session 4







Main Hall

14.45 
Report back from Groups





14.55
Closing comments by Chair (PM)

Edward Maxfield, Senior Parliamentary Officer, Universities UK
15.00
 Refreshments and informal networking
